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It may sound high-flown and impracticable, but I do 
believe that it is possible to do more than we do to help our 
children in their spiritual life. In the first place by our 
prayers. 

Who has aught to love, and loves aright, 

Will never in the darkest strait despair. 

For out of love exhales a living light, 

A light that speaks, a light whose breath is prayer.’^ 


Then, too, in this great work for those nearest and dearest 
to us we need much fatih. So much of our work seems to be 
in the dark ; yet Feeble hands and helpless, groping 
blindly in the darkness, touch God's right hand in that 
darkness." Finally we need simplicity. Let me here quote 
Macdonald's beautiful words : — 


“ For at the heart of womanhood 
The child’s great heart doth lie ; 

At childhood’s heart, the germ of good, 
Lies God’s simplicity ; 

So, sister, be thy womanhood 
A baptism on thy brow, 
hor something dimly understood. 

And which thou art not now; 

But which, within thee all the time, 
j i| Maketh thee what thou art, 

Maketh thee long and strive and climb 

The God-life at thy heart.” 
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LAW. 

By the Editor. 

I. 

No vagrant speck of matter, dream of mind, 
Finds being but it straightway finds a mate. 
Calm, waiting to receive it, — its own Law. 

With fear-constrained eyes men watch this rule 
Take silent, sure possession of their lives 
Through all the incidents that mark the years. 

No change of state so quick, but, ere it work. 
The Law of the new state doth rise and come. 
With the slow ease of one who takes his own, 
To grasp, and hold, and rule its every issue. 

Beating sting’d insects, kicking against pricks. 
Is all attempt t’ avert the course of Law : 

Or act, or say, or do but think a thought. 

And such, and such, shall surely come to pass. 
Fore-ordered sequent of that act, that thought. 

O agony of ever-narrowing walls. 

That closer, closer, hedge in work and thought 
And love and all of life, till the poor soul 
Ever more straiten’d, gasps for space to be ! 

Sweet sudden liberation, then to discern 
The true face of the Law ! That Law, for us. 
Not we for Law exist; that Law is Will; 

The present, personal, living Will of God, 
Whose every motion is a pulse of love. 

In a large room straightway the feet are set. 
And all the powers of men do stretch and play, 
Expand themselves, break into vig’rous life 
In such full inspiration of high air. 
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II. 

Within our ken ; yet, “ after God’s own heart ” 
With thoug'ht of relaxation, lessen’d strain, 

We seek the spring of this accepted life : — 


A sense of sin, by shame and sorrow measur’d ; 
Forgiveness, raising a white heat of love, 

A mighty trust, born of Almighty help, 

In no dead letter do we find these writ, 

For in like characters is spelt the tale 
Of Life in us ; e’en to the fullest word 
Of sorrow, love and hope that gushes forth : 

For not by measure is the Spirit’s work. 

And not by meed : but out of His own fulness 
Pours He out, till hearts of common men 
Find in the yearnings of the King’s great soul 
The power of passioned utterance they crave. 


And IS there nothing more .? Was it for this 
That He, tho' David’s Lord, is called his Son 
As tho some kindred likeness dwelt in each J 


When He stood offering to slow hands the key 
erewit to ope the Law, and none would tak 
Have ye not read, He said, how David used 
Ihis pass to freedom ye do now reject .? 


Yfft try J 11 ^ every man ; 

Thine-s h^ ^ unperceived. 

Do "f day by day, in order due 

OccliolT ’’^PP®" 

Orordiril®' '’r "'i-ds 

More thInLhV«t‘’"rre."' 

Others *a^®''’'f 

ers again, of intellect more quick, 
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Perceive th’ incessant action of the Law 
Perceive, but to resist : or some, to bow ’ 

With a dull acquiescence, as to that 
They have no power to hinder nor to help. 

But O, the warmth and depth and breadth and height 
Ur any soul that comprehends the Law, 

And, comprehending, loves it ! That, looking round, 
hees the commandment is exceeding broad ; 
Looking within, sees it exceeding near, 

Exceeding mighty and exceeding sure ! 

I hat looking up, discerns that Law is God: 

And, rapt in awe and wonder, gazing still, 

Becomes enamoured of the loveliness, 
bair order, use and goodness that appear 
In all the workings he has learned to know 
As goings forth of God. Henceforth for him. 

All strife and bitterness have ceased from life : 
Submission sweet, he learns his times to take 
In daily portions as dealt out to him ; 

Meekly to bear, and as courageous, act. 

Such he, whose sympathetic thought discerned 
The hidden impulse in Messiah’s heart. 

The Law within — for he too loved the Law, 

Not as his Lord, with love strong to fulfil. 

Strong only to adore and to desire. 

A soul attuned to order ; a will to wait 
The bidding of the Law or e’er it stir ; 

A mind, that, with seraphic apprehension 

Should grasp the boundless reaches spann d by Law ; 

Eyes that should see in all affairs of men 

The inevitable sequence which doth yet 

Produce as certain good for, this the Law ; 

And, scanning the great universe, discern 
In all the goings of God’s creatures lines 
That blazon to the worlds His glorious Name , 

Nor yet disdain, as in the old star fable, 

I'o predicate the destinies of men : — 

Telling to thee and me and every man 
Of a fixed course to run, a Law to keep. 

Of ruin on the heels of deviation : — 
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Such the large longings of this mighty soul : 
'Twas not that he attained : alas, his life, 

All marr'd by error, strife and failure, proved 
A sad, submissive forfeit to the Law 
He found no strength to keep. Yet not by this. 
His wretched rendering of the thought within, 

But by that thought itself, the broken oft 
Yet still renewed, true purpose of his soul. 

Did the just God interpret his poor life. 

“ Enlarge my heart, for I Thy Law would know ! " 
By this, his large desire, is he judged, 

And so accepted : while more lawful lives. 

That compass the desire of smaller souls, ' 
UnpraisM are passed by; and he, alone,’ 

The man who well approved himself to God ! 


THE 

educational value of great books. 

“DON QUIXOTE.” 

By W. Osborne Brigstocke. 

Fooled thou must be, though wisest of the wise ; 

Then be the fool of virtue, not of vicef 

From the Persian {quoted by Emerson). 

The Spirit of genius is like the wind ; it moves in a mys- 
terious way, in paths unseen. How strange, for instance, 
that it should have passed into a book that seems to have 
been originally meant to serve the purpose of ridiculing the 
romance tales of chivalry! Don Quixote — now one of those 
real though unseen friends of man that live in literature — 
once went a tilting against the true and wonderful histories 
of Sir This and Don That. It has even been said that he rode 
against a foe that was already fallen. At all events he dealt 
the last and fatal blow. Fatal? Chivalry can never die: 
but that particular form of chivalry was ugly, because it had 
lost its sense of proportion. All one can say for it is that, 
like the sandal tree that perfumes the axe that fells it, those 
old ridiculous volumes gave the book that satirized them to 
death all the innate nobleness that still lingered in the heart 
of them. Undoubtedly the weapon of satire was very sharp 
when Miguel de Cervantes first set about attacking those 
detested books : he quickly committed the majority to the 
flames. But, as the work progresses, it is clear that the edge 
becomes less keen, and on it hangs the perfume of the tree 
that falls, until Don Quixote de la Mancha becomes more 
really, more entirely, more truly a knight-errant than all 
the famous knights of yore together. 

But how comes it that this Don Quixote finds a place 
amongst our Lears and Othellos, our Fausts and Iphigemasr 
How can this mad knight be of “ educational value” to us r 
for it is from this standpoint that we must consider him to- 
day. I think for this very reason, that he ts mad. \\ e are 


